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Mrs. Mary A. Livemore, who spoke in 1595 al the 50Lh anni-
versary of Parlridge Academy, Llaught a privale school there Lefore
the lemy was eslablished Talking about her school which flour-

ished in the 1840, she says:

“In those days teachers were
obliged to fall back on Lheir own
resources.  There were uo normal
schools to train them for Uheir
work, ne Lleachers' instlitutions, no
educalional journals, no gradesd
schools; the Lext Looks were poorly
adapled to Lheir uses, and but little
was done wilth the bluckboard. I
a leacher had a natural allitude
for teaching, and then had trained
himself, he would in some wayr
succeed in deing good work. Iiz
would so thoroughly masler the
subjects he was to teach as ta
supersede Lhe text book and dis-
pease with it, would be ingenious
in devising ways of quickening his
pupils amd holding their attention
—would keep in constaul louch
with them, and put much of him-
sell into them, and in this way
many a teacher of the olden’ time
did beller for his pupils than he
cver kuew."”

She says that around 1845 Dux-
bury was an interesting town—
“4 fawmsus ship-building town, al-
though Uhc peaple declared it was
ou the decling, and’ shook their
heads sorvowlully, saying: "Dux-
bury is not whal it used lo be)
There were, however, six ships on
the stocks in the various shipyards
the first year [ wenl inlo Lhe towa,
and others were projected for Lhe
near future.”

She added that the taunching of
a ship broke up her school. “A
favored few of my pupils would

.. be sure to be invited on board

during a launching, while others
would be asked to take seals in

"front of the shipyard, where they

could obscrve the passage of the
vessel into the waler, and the re-
mainder would ask Lo be escused
from zchool Lill the great cvenl
was over.” She says she didn't
mind giving a half holiday, “never
sorry o wilacss Lhe launching
mysell.”
How Ships Were Launched

“The blocks were knocked away
rapidly one after anolher, and
cvery obstacle in the way of the
ship was removed, She was gently
urged and persuaded by the hands
of the builders to begin her pas-
sage from the land to the sca.
With sceming Limidity she glided
slowly down Lhe ways, grew more
courageous and proceeded faster,
and Lhen wilth one swifl plunge
and a shudder from stem to stern
cntered her aative clement, amid
Lhe shouts of the onlookets aud
Lhe congratulations of all who
were interested.

"Ihere were 43 shipmasters ves-
ident in Lhe town, a large number
of whom were Atlantic ship cap-
Lains, and most of them picked
up Lheir crews in lown. As none

of them remained a long time at
home, Dusbury was cmphatlically
a town of women and childven, and
the women were the most capabie
and indelligent at thal lime that
I had ever met. Thrown on Lheir]
own resources, almost enlirely Lhey
had become cqual Lo every emer-
gency, and were as handseme and
well formed as they were exceu-
tive,"” .

Pilgrim Nawmes

“The names of the Duxbury
people were very suggestive —
Bradford, Alden, Brewsler, Soulc,
Websler, Sprague, Wiasor, Drew.
Sampson—alnost all wmy pupils
and acquainlances in lowa bore
sonic one of Lhese honored names.
Of the 20 subscribers to the civil
compact, signed in the cabin ol
lhe Mayflower, November, 1620,
who survived the first falal winler,
seven of Lhem became inhabitants
of Duxbury, and three of Lhem,
Elder Brewster, Miles  Slandish
and John Alden, made the town
{amous. '

“Never was there a pleasanter
communily i which to make one's
home than Duxbury, when I first
kuew it. The disintegration of
the town had nol then fairly set
in, and it would be difficult to find
a move hospilable, intelligent, so-
cial ani cultivaled people in any.
New England town today.

“College presidents and profes-
sors, clergymen, librarians, busi-
‘ness men of prominence, arlists,
musicians, leachers, reformers and
teaders of socicty have been sent
oul into Lthe world since Lhen by
the Llown of Duxbury, and it has
not surpriscd me Lo see them tak-
ing the posilions lo which they
were ordained from birth, For I
felt the brainy qualitics of the
people before 1 had been o vesi-
dent of Duxbury a month.”

-After cxtolling the women as
supcrior housckeepers and cooks.
Mrs. Livermore said the men “had
al their twngue's end any infor-
mation you might desire, concer'n-
ing the occan and its idiosyncrac-
ics, ships and all nautical matters,
foreign countrics and human ta-
ture in general, The majority of
the people lived in the part of the
town called "The Village,” where
the houses ranged themsclves
along Lhe bay as if they and their
occupauls feaved to lose sight of
the salt waler.”

(If you live in onc of these old
houscs, il is quile possible that
a ship caplain or mate lived in
il a contury age, According Lo
Dr. W.IGS. Thomas of Washing-
ton St, his greal-grandaunt and
her hushand, Captain Lewis Win-

ror, lived in our hause.—Ed.)



